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Cantonal action plan for energy goals

Reducing the canton’s 

greenhouse gas 

emissions to achieve

climate neutrality by 

2050, despite the 

population increase 

RESPONDING TO THE CLIMATE EMERGENCY



District Heating Network

25% from medium depth geothermal

In complement to waste incineration; waste water 

plant; waste wood and biomass.

Integration of geothermal energy

Low Temperature District Network

Water from the lake

Connection to shallow depth aquifers for 

temperature regulation and seasonal storage

High density of heat demand

Geothermal heat probes

Local networks on shallow depth aquifers

Population (2020): 507’649 

Area: 282 km2

Heat density > 200MWh/ha/yr

District networks > 500MWh/ha/yr



Subsidies schemes applicable to geothermal
Canton Geneva subsidies (funding: federal 

CO2 tax + canton)

• Building energy use, construction standards 

• District heating network developments

Federal funds (CO2 law LCO2):

➢ Targets geothermal for direct heat use

• Prospective and exploration activities; development 

projects' underground infrastructures 

Federal funds (Energy law LEne):

➢ Targets geothermal for electricity generation

• Risk insurance; prospective and exploration activities

• Electricity buy-back



Geneva canton: 
geothermal 
development program

1 goal

9 strategic pillars

An embracing approach with 

numerous objectives

Legal 

framework

Communication Resources 

appraisal

Data 

management

Development 

projects

Local      

content

Regional 

coordination

Organisation

A strong and 

sustainable 

implementation 

of geothermal 

use in Geneva 

Environment 

and 

sustainability



Underground resources planning policies

1 

Vision

2 

Rules

Underground resources 

can help in achieving the 

ENERGY and ENVIRONMENTAL 

TRANSITION

Protect and 

manage in a 

sustainable way

Optimise the use 

of the resources

Multiple usage 

coordination

Recording and 

sharing of 

knowledge

Provide clear 

usage rules

3 
priorities

2 
Rules

1 
Vision



Thank you for your attention


